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SUBJECT: CANAL ZONE UNION LEADER SEEKS LABOR ANNEX 

SUMMARY: IN OPEN LETTER, CANAL ZONE UNION LEADER HAS CALLED 
ON ZONE WORKERS TO SEEK, THROUGH AFL-CIO, WRITTEN COMMITMENT 
THAT NEW CANAL TREATY WILL INCLUDE LABOR ANNEX. END SUMMARY. 

1. OCTOBER 7, 1975 ISSUE OF ENGLISH-LANGUAGE PANAMA "STAR 
AND HERALD” PUBLISHES OPEN LETTER ADDRESSED TO ALL FEDERAL 
EMPLOYEES IN CANAL ZONE BY JAMES J. O'DONNELL, PRESIDENT 

OF LOCAL 14, AMERICAN FEDERATION OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES. 

2. IN LETTER, O' DONNELL REFERS TO STATEMENT MADE TO HIM 
IN MEETINGS WITH AMB. BUNKER AND POLCOUNS BLACKEN THAT 
NOTHING YET DISCUSSED "CONCERNING LABOR PROTECTIONS FOR 
THE CANAL ZONE WORKER ", THEN GOES ON TO QUOTE AT LENGTH 
FROM TEXT OF "CONCEPTUAL AGREEMENT ON THE PROTECTION AND 
DEFENSE OF THE CANAL" REGARDING GROWING PANAMANIAN PAR 
TICIPATION, INCLUDING PROGRAMS FOR HIRING OF PERSONNEL, 
EMPLOYMENT PREFERENCES, ETC. FYI: TEXT FROM WHICH HE 
QUOTES IS EVIDENTLY A TEXT WHICH WAS CIRCULATED IN 
PANAMA BY A RADICAL STUDENT GROUP (FSR) LATE LAST 
MONTH, AND WHICH HAS BEEN CIRCULATING IN ENGLISH 
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2. O'DONNELL CONTINUES "...IT WOULD APPEAR THAT WE 
CAN NO LONGER STAND BY AND ACCEPT THE WORD OF THE 
STATE DEPARTMENT THAT ALL WORKERS, REGARDLESS OF 
CITIZENSHIP, WILL BE PROTECTED... BEFORE THE NE- 
GOTIATIONS PROCEED MUCH FURTHER WE NEED A STRONG 
CLARIFICATION CONCERNING LABOR PROTECTIONS FOR OUR 
EMPLOYEES. WE MUST HAVE A POSITIVE COMMITMENT IN 
WRITING THAT A LABOR ANNEX WILL BE INCLUDED IN ANY 
NEW TREATY." LETTER CONCLUDES BY SUGGESTING THAT 
EMPLOYEES CONTACT NATIONAL OFFICE OF AFL-CIO TO PROTEST 
"LACK OF SINCERE CONSULTATIONS" WITH ZONE LABOR MOVE- 
MENT AND LACK OF LABOR ANNEX TO TREATY WHICH WOULD 
PROTECT ALL WORKERS, AND ALSO THAT EMPLOYEES WRITE 
CONGRESSMEN. 

3. SPANISH-LANGUAGE PRESS FAILED TO PRINT LETTER OR 
MENTION IT. COPY OF FULL TEXT POUCHED ARA/PAN. 

GONZALEZ 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: LABOR OBJECTIVES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 08 OCT 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975PANAMA06174 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750349-1039 
From: PANAMA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19751070/aaaackja.tel 

Line Count: 80 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION ARA 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: buchantO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 12 NOV 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <12 NOV 2003 by MaustMC>; APPROVED <15 JAN 2004 by buchant0> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CANAL ZONE UNION LEADER SEEKS LABOR ANNEX SUMMARY: IN OPEN LETTER, CANAL ZONE UNION LEADER HAS CALLED 
TAGS: PFOR, ELAB, PQ, US 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



